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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER u.
Principal Robertson came to us as we sat at breakfast, he advanced to Dr. Johnson, repeating a line of Virgil, which I forget. I suppose, either
'Post varies casus, per tot discrimina re rum' '— or
—'multum ille et terris jactatus, et alto0.'
Every body had accosted us with some studied compliment on our return. Dr. Johnson said, ' I am really ashamed of the congratulations which we receive. We are addressed as if we had made a voyage to Nova Zembla, and suffered five persecutions in Japan5.' And he afterwards remarked, that, ' to see a man come up with a formal air, and a Latin line, when we had no fatigue and no danger, was provoking'1.' I told him, he was not sensible of the danger, having lain under cover in the boat during the storm": he was like the
ed nations; and enthusiasts of all kinds have been inclined to disguise their particular tenets with pompous appellations, and to imagine themselves the great instruments of salvation.' Johnson's Works, vi. 417.
1          ' Through various hazards and events we move.'
Dryden, [dZneid, i. 204].    BOSWELL. .
a           ' Long labours both by sea and land he bore.'
Dryden, [s?£neut, i. 3],    BOSWELL.
3 The Jesuits, headed by Francis Xavier, made their appearance in Japan in 1549. The first persecution was in 1587; it was followed by others in 1590, 1597, 1637, 1638. Encyclo. Brit. 8th edit. xii. 697.
* 'They congratulate our return as if we had been with Phipps or Banks; I am ashamed of their salutations.' Piozsi Letters, i. 203. Phipps had gone this year to the Arctic Ocean (ante, p. 268), and Banks had accompanied Captain Cook in 1768-1771. Johnson says however (Works, ix. 84), that' to the southern inhabitants of Scotland the state of the mountains and the islands is equally unknown with that of Borneo or Sumatra.' See ante, p. 322, note i, where Scott says that 'the whole expedition was highly perilous.' Smollett, in Humphry Clinker (Letter of July 18), says of Scotland in general:— ' The people at the other end of the island know as little of Scotland as of Japan.
5 In sailing from Sky to Col.    Ante, p. 318.
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